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given to dirty literature, immodest pictures and filthy magazines? The curfew law which forbids
children from roaming the streets after a certain evening hour will never remove the evil. It will
help a little, but nothing more. Every law should be so written that it holds responsible not only the
immature perpetrator, but at the same time, hold his/her parents responsible also.

Yes, we have laws and institutions to punish and to improve things to a certain degree. We
do have ways to control evil. However, what are we doing realistically in order to discover a remedy
for this?

Where and what is the cause of this when a fifteen year old girl who is not married stands
before me? She is visibly pregnant and she boldly admits with a certain arrogance that she didn’t do
anything wrong and she does not feel any guilt whatsoever because thousands of other girls do the
same thing.

Ilook for the cause when a fourteen year old boy stands before me in my morning court. He
had spent nights in the back alleys of the town and stole money from the street stands. Now with
tears in his eyes, he begs me to send him to a school of correction because he will be happier there
than he is at home. Thus, [ am looking for the cause or reason for such instances and I don’t have to
look far. Behind every criminal child stands a criminal parent; behind every broken young person
stands a broken home and in every broken home there is a total disregard of God in that family.

A mother who, except in extreme need, leaves the house in order to find work, neglects that
child and to a great degree contributes to the criminal career of that child. A father who feels that he
has completely fulfilled his role as parent because he has given his wife his full pay, but he never
checks on the upbringing and education of his child, is a father, but a criminal one.

In this present epidemic crime which is taking on the shape of a national scandal, we should
speak of the criminal nature of the parents rather than of the transgressions of the young people
because for the greater part, the parents are for their children a clear example of drunkenness and
sexual immorality. Where is the remedy for this?” demands the judge.

In the first place, in all American homes, God must be restored to His proper place. We must
renew in all parents their understanding of their responsibilities towards their children through
proper supervision, training and the religious education of their child. If we can’t carry the home
into the church, then let’s carry the church into the home. Let the church send out its priests,
ministers and rabbis into the streets and alleys of the towns, onto the roads and farms and let them
preach the truth of God. As long as we do not sow the fundamental principles of God in the hearts of
our young people, as long as we do not enkindle an understanding of parental responsibility, this
criminality will grow from day to day until it grows beyond all federal and national control.

As for the judge’s prescription for a cure, everyone will wave their hand and mumble: “Who
cares?” The presumption of the average modern mother concerning the behavior of her daughter is
strange and cannot be explained. Since she doesn’t want to believe for it is rather humbling and
embarrassing to believe, these mothers unanimously insist, “My daughter doesn't drink, she does
not go to night clubs, she does not hang out at bars, she does not keep unsuitable company, she does
not drive to road houses!” Meanwhile, especially during the early evening and night hours, these
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seemingly old fashioned daughters are everywhere - they drink, they smoke, they spit, they play
cards and curse just like the men.

Again, you may not believe me therefore please listen to what a certain author writes: “Your
supposedly innocent daughter knows much more than you think. She laughs out loud at double
meaning jokes that you do not understand. She laughs at things of which you always spoke about
very seriously or about which you preferred to keep silence. She has a modern vocabulary of the so-
called facts of life which would set your lips on fire. She picked up all of this in order to use it in her
daily conversations with friends. After various excursions, finally two men, strangers, took her and
her girl friend to a dance. Oh, yes, they each just had two high balls! They don’t remember anything
else. Within several months, they will both be going to the hospital.”

“It’s not my fault,” cries a fourteen year old girl, it's the fault of my older girl friend. She
talked me into it. She got me drunk. I don’t know what happened after that.” Her stupefied mother
is standing beside her. She explains to the judge that her husband left her. She had to go to work
and that’s why she couldn’t watch over her daughter. The judge listened to the mother and to the
daughter. He sent the daughter to the Home of the Good Shepherd. The mother went to the factory
and her daughter went behind bars. But, who cares?

The Apostolic Nuncio, Archbishop, Amleto Giovanni Cicognani, at the opening of the new
high school in Erie, Pennsylvania, among other things had this to say: :"This school reminds us of
the charitable and most beautiful traditions of the Church, which, as soon as the persecutions
ended, they came out of hiding in the catacombs in order to organize schools near the churches, and
later near the monasteries. Pope Pius XI said that the school, together with the family and the
Church create a temple dedicated to Christian education. The school is a symbol that the thought of
God and His eternal laws are an indispensable element in the formation of the character of young
people and that every lesson must lead to the knowledge of faith and to the practice of this faith.
Knowledge and religion are like two sun beams shining forth from the Creator Himself. That is why
one cannot oppose the other.

Teaching children while disregarding the spiritual side, is equal to forming a man without
the man, it is equal to condemning him to spiritual starvation, it is making of this person a sacrifice
subject to every infection or pestilence. The school reminds us that a person is made up of a body
and a soul, united in one nature and together they lead him to his eternal goal. One cannot separate
these two elements of body and soul. An educational system that does not recognize this principle is
faulty; but, if the educational system sets one of these elements against the other, then it is
erroneous and false.

The responsibility for the education of children rest in the first place with the parents. This
responsibility is placed upon them by the Creator. That is why the parents’ rights come before the
state’s rights. Canon Law defines the obligations or duties of parents as regards their children in
these words: “Parents have the serious obligation of providing their children with everything that is
needed for their religious, moral, physical and civil education and the safety of the natural existence
of their children.
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The influence of schools after the war in the work of reconstruction will be enormous. It
might, quite certainly decide the life or death of future generations. Schools that omit or disregard
religious education reap bitter fruit. Young people who have been denied religious principles, go
with the flow and the customs of the times which are pagan and deal a mortal blow to the dignity of
the person. Certain types of people benefit from this destruction of spiritual value in order to gain
control of the public life at the cost of the mass of society. This again leads to materialism which
predisposes a person to take unfair advantage of things for selfish and worldly purposes. In a world
that has been mercilessly ravaged by war, it is only the family that is capable of rebuilding society. It
will fulfill this mission only then when it is healthy and morally strong.”

Again, concerning all this, some people will just shake their head, others will wave their
hand, still others will become indignant, but all of them will mumble, “And who really cares?”

For all of our transgressions, faults and deficiencies, be they personal, marital, social or
national, there is one and only one remedy. Let's bring God into our schools and our homes. Let's
renew the principles of God in our personal life and in our homes and in the nation. Only then will
we recover our physical and moral health and with these, we will find peace and happiness again.




image1.jpeg
April 22,1945
I greet all of you my dear country men with the words, “Praised be Jesus Christ!”

About three or four years ago, I had an unusual visitor. One wintry evening an ex-convict
came to me. I recognized him from having visited the state prison of Sing-Sing. The first time I had
seen him he was in the death cell. He was waiting for the day when his death sentence would be
carried out. Death in the electric chair. At that time he looked at me with hatred and he spoke to me
very unwillingly. I asked him what had led him to commit that crime for which he will have to pay
with his life. He was stubborn and he didn’t want to answer but I insisted.

Finally, he had this to say, “I didn’t do anything wrong. Those people had millions of dollars,
and we had nothing. So, we took a couple of thousand from them, so what? We, too, have a right to a
good life. The fact that one of them got shot and later died; that was his own fault. Why did he get in
our way?”

I asked him if he knew the Commandments of God, at least those two that cry out “Thou
shalt not steal! Thou shalt not kill!” Again he gave me a mocking look, saying, “Who cares?” Then he
turned his back to me indicating that our conversation was over. But, this was not the end of my
story.

He remained on death row more than twelve months. The authorities kept delaying his
execution. Finally, the governor changed the death penalty to life in prison. Finally, for reasons
which I don’t care to go into, the governor completely forgave him.

When he gained his freedom, the first thing he did was to divorce his wife. Then, he married
another woman who was not Polish in a civil marriage. Then, for four years he seemingly lived a
decent life. [ say seemingly because in reality he was in close contact with a band of thieves. This
gang was carrying out its vile work on a very wide scale and they were bringing their loot to the
house of this ex-convict. The police tracked down these thieves and they confessed to everything.
They were all arrested, including this ex-convict. Somebody knew him and put up the high amount
of money to bail him out, so that he was free until the court process.

It was for this reason that he came to me asking me to intercede for him since he considers
himself totally innocent. He claims that he did not know that everything that had been stolen was
found stored in the attic of his house.

1 knew that he was lying, but I listened to his story patiently. Then I quietly asked him, “And
now, do you really care?” He understood very well to what my short question was referring for he
hung his head and became silent. I explained to him that in conscience, I could not testify on his
behalf nor could I ever defend him before the prosecutor because during all these past years I never
had any contact with him. I don’t know what kind of life he led or what kind of friends he had.
Ending, | added, “It's best for all concerned that the law takes it’s course.”
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On the appointed day, there was a court case and he was proven guilty. The judge sentenced
him to 40 years in prison. I remember well his words: “Who cares?” These words are cold, cynical
and brutal. It is with these words I begin today’s talk.

WHO CARES?

As far back as [ can remember, there was never before so much said and so much written
about the breaking of the basic principles of customs, of the crimes committed by minors, of the
multiplication of the excuses of young people and of so many girls and women letting themselves
loose on the wide and swampy areas of life as there are in these times. Today, everyone is becoming
alarmed. They see how the waves of evil are rising higher progressively and threaten to drown
everything that is good, virtuous, noble and Christian. There are some who attribute all of this to
the war and to the conditions created by the war. Others insist that the divorces which tear apart
the holiness of marriage and break up the families are responsible for those many crimes by both
the young and the older people. There’s a third group that casts stones of condemnation mercilessly
on all the mothers employed in rearmament works. Others, blame the situation on heavy drinking
by the fathers and mothers. Specialists and experts who claim to be most knowledgeable in how to
raise a family lay the blame for these conditions on misery, poverty and the environment. This goes
on endlessly. Meanwhile, let’s talk less about the reasons for these deviations, transgressions and
various crimes.

Where can one find the remedy - not just any kind and not the momentary kind - but the
kind that is true, stable and an efficacious remedy which will restore moral health and health of
mind, heart and soul to individuals, to entire families and to all of society? Here again various
individuals offer a variety of prescriptions.

Some insist on the building of more gymnasiums for gymnastic games and amusements,
more fields for games of sport, more clubs for teen agers and their games. There are even those who
advocate very severe punishment for parents for all the parents of such sons and daughters.

All of these may constitute helpful means but they do not constitute the remedy needed to
cure the patient and restore him completely to good health. So, what must be done?

It is absolutely necessary to transform the meaning of “family.” Spiritually and morally the
home must be rebuilt. This change must be done quickly and in a most radical way. God must be
brought into every home. Life in the family must be based on the commandments of God. Only then
can you use helpful means to maintain physical, mental and moral health both in the younger and
older members of the family. As long as the Ten Commandments are not known and recognized in
every family, as long as the life of every single member of every family does not strictly correspond
to the commands and prohibitions of the Creator, all interventions and purely human endeavors are
in vain. Criminality of both the old and the young will flood our country, the understanding of
morality will collapse and we will find ourselves on the brink of national bankruptcy.

Some will question why I always stress that all should learn the commandments of God and
why I always stress that man must adapt his entire life to these commandments of the Creator. This
is neither a secret nor a puzzle. These commandments surpass the laws of human beings, just like
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the Creator surpasses all creatures. Our happiness during our life-time and total happiness in the
future depends totally on how we have kept and obeyed the commandments.

Unfortunately, many do not want to understand this. They think erroneously that God's
commandments have neither meaning, nor relevance nor any effect on daily life. Therefore, please
listen: We come on earth, along and totally helpless. Through Baptism, we recover our innocence.
Our Creator pours an abundance of grace into our soul. To protect these gifts which we do not
deserve, God gives us His commandments. From our constant use of this protection in the form of
the Ten Commandments depends how many of these gifts we keep with ourselves in our life’s
battle, until the time comes when we must give an account to God at the end of our pilgrimage here
on earth. The commandments of God are the foundation of upbringing, of the upbringing or
spiritual and moral education of a person not only in the Catholic Church, but also in the Protestant
sects, as well as in the Jewish religion. Catholic, Protestants and Jews acknowledge this.

I now ask you a simple question: “What place does the Decalogue hold in the modern, up-to-
date home? What has happened with the influence of these commandments on family life? How
often are admonitions given by parents that such or such an action does not conform to the dictates
of these commandments? When bad behavior becomes excessive, do the parents remind their
children that they are breaking God’s laws? How can parents teach their children the laws of God if
they themselves do not know these commandments, or else they disregard them and don’t apply
them to their own personal life?”

Today’s parents do not worry because their child is breaking God’s law, but they become
upset when their child breaks a civil law. Then, they hire the cleverest lawyer that they can find so
that he can point out the irresponsibility and innocence of this perpetrator and free him from the
punishment that he deserves.

Itis a sad fact that the commandments have not only been shaded but they have been
completely removed from the American families. Since they were once given on Mt. Sinai so many
thousands of years ago, after so many changes in the world, in this present time, they are
considered obsolete, out of fashion, outdated and impossible to adapt to present life. People forget
that these are the laws of God - of that God Who has no past nor future but is the God of the eternal
Now. God is the same yesterday and today and He never changes. Therefore, God’s laws are one and
the unchanging same. God’s laws are not only for children and women. Far from it - they are for
everybody. They are not there just for the children to learn them in school in order to hold them in
contempt in their youth and later totally forget about them as they mature and in their older years.

I understand that these times demand that we become modern and up to date. Very good,
but let's make the Ten Commandment something that is modern, something very timely and up-to-
date. Let’s weave these commandments into the pattern of our lives; let them be the pattern for
married life and for family life. Let every husband and every wife, every father and every mother be
the first to do this. There won’t be great difficulties with the children and the youth. If we want to
remember that there isn’t a single vice which we commit that is in some way our transgression of
one of the commandments. Then we can understand without any difficulty that God’s
commandments are the foundation of upbringing, education and all of life. Yes, the laws of God
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bring happiness, all the happiness to individual people and to nations. In the commandments, help
is found for the children, the youth and the grown-ups. In the commandments there lies a remedy
for pranks, transgressions and crimes.

I read in one of the English monthly magazines the following statement: “We have
paganized our schools. Freedom of religion, for the majority of our children has assumed the
meaning of - ‘freedom from religion’ and freedom from all ethical and moral norms!” I will add to
that this fact - we have paganized our homes.

A few years ago Dr. Garry Myers of Western Reserve University conducted a long and
thorough investigation concerning crimes among young people. His research involved Director of
Schools, teachers, businessmen and representatives of the police, courts and penal institutions. The
statistics that he gathered showed that often children of good families having so called “fine
parents,” children who were far from poor and possessed many comforts, were involved in
robberies, the destruction of the property of others and other similar crimes. Where should one
look for the reason for this? We'll see. What caught my interest in all of this was the mention of the
children of foreigners. There are Americans who think that all the crime in the country is the fault of
foreigners and their children.. Dr. Myers reminds us, that his commission had already previously
verified the fact that percentage wise, in relation to the number of people, there is less crime among
the foreigners than there is among the so-called Americans. The latest studies of this situation
reveal that in the prisons and houses of correction, the proportion of youth of foreign heritage is
much less in proportion to the young people of American heritage. This is in spite of the cultural
conflicts and the fewer possibilities that they have in comparison to what the hundred percent
American children have. Dr. Myers added this comment: “If the foreigners in our country and their
children had the same possibilities that Americans have, they would most probably be a far better
and higher citizenry here than our hundred per cent Americans.” I dare to add this, that despite the
difficulties, the problems and the disadvantages we suffered in this war, we stand, not on an equal
basis but above those citizens who demonstrate their patriotism with their mouth and not with
their actions.

Further on in his article, Dr. Myers destroys the theory that the majority of youthful
criminals become involved in criminal actions because they are mentally handicapped. It is true
that the average mental state of young people in houses of correction or prison is lower than that of
young people who enjoy freedom. But he reminds us that intelligent young people, children of
influential parents, get involved in the same kind of criminal actions, but due to their social
standing, the influence and money of their parents, they don’t always appear in court and it is only
the rare exception that ends up in the reformatory or prison.

What are the causes of this growing criminal problem? Dr. Myers lists several reasons. One
of them, and he considers this the primary reason is the disappearance of religious life from among
the older and younger people. The second reason is the growing indulgence of parents towards
their children. These are the two ways in which a great number of American families commit sin. A
religious upbringing at home, in school and in church and some old-fashioned discipline, not
excluding the wise use of a belt or a parent’s hand, according to the statement of an illustrious
doctor, would be the easiest and the most effective means and remedy that would lower the level of
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crime. But today, neither one nor the other method is fashionable. It is the foreigners who still cling
to their religion and discipline and it is for that reason that their young people are better than the
youth who are one hundred per cent American. This is the truth, but who cares? Who?

The present war had created many situations that are dangerous and painful and cause
results that are harmful and long lasting. All over the country, especially near big cities there are
camps for pilots, soldiers and sailors. Some of them leave the camp on furlough. Others, and they
are thousands, travel to the closest town or city for a week end. This is where situations arise that
are loaded with dynamite. Here is an example: In a puritan city in the east, almost in the center of
the city there is this lovely park that is famous in history for heroic achievements in past years. But,
this place became the hang out for nightly tramps. It was here that members of the armed forces
arranged rendezvous for themselves with girls who ranged in age from fourteen to sixteen years.
These rendezvous lasted not only to midnight but until the morning hours. They carried on these
romances that dishonored the uniform, were undignified and unbecoming the girl’s age.

This reached such a degree that army authorities were forced to forbid these dates of their
men in uniform with these over-infatuated teen agers. This epidemic of lovers’ rendezvous
decreased a little but did not stop. Besides, in almost every town there are organizers who beg high
school girls to help out in entertaining our boys in uniform. They encourage this under cover of
patriotism and their motto of “Do something for our soldiers.”

Does true patriotism demand something like this? Aren’t there so called “United Service
Organizations” who conduct campaigns in order to provide soldiers and sailors with appropriate
and much needed entertainment under the supervision of professionals who have the experience
and the approval of authorities in arranging entertainment and amusement for the military? Is it
appropriate for high school girls to entertain the men in uniform? What does this lead to and what
kind of future does it hold for the girls involved? The duty of these girls and their patriotic duty is to
guard their physical and moral health for their own good and that of their family and their country.

Unfortunately, many parents of such daughters who have such enthusiastic patriotic
feelings close their eyes to the escapades of their darlings. From various court hearings and from
police records we learn that these romantically patriotic teen agers come from homes in which the
parents have neglected their parental duties for years and have always allowed their daughters to
leave the home at any hour without any parental supervision. In such instances, one cannot blame
the war. One must reach further, to the family home, to the father and mother, to their manner of
upbringing. But, who wants to think about that? Furthermore, who cares?

Judge Edmund P. Mahoney of Portland, Maine writes thus: “All clear thinking people who
look at the future are appalled at the growing wave of crime among our young people, for it is
growing at a frightening pace. Much is done in order to punish the criminals and to subdue the
crime, but what is being done to cure the bad ones and to completely root out the evil? We have
many institutions to punish the criminal. They are all penal institutions but they do not improve the
criminal. Yes, we have laws on the basis of which there is a certain control and certain surveillance
in public places to which young people are admitted. We refer thus to dance halls, bowling alleys,
halls of billiards, theaters and other places of recreation. But, why isn’t there any constant attention




